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CLAIMS SHOWING AMENDMENTS MADE IN AUGUST 4, 2000 AMENDMENT 

14. (amended) In a network having at least a first data source/sink and a second data 
source/sifdc coupled together by a physical medium, a method for determining at least one 
protocol capability of the second data source/sink, comprising: 

placing first data pulses onto the physical medium, electrical characteristics of the first 
data pulses inoicating a first protocol capability of the first source/sink; 
receiving; the first data pulses in the second data source/sink; 
transmitting second data pulses onto the physical medium firom the second data 
source/sink, wherein electrical characteristics of the second data pulses indicate the first protocol 
capability when theWcond data source/sink has the first protocol capability, wherein electrical 
characteristics of the)second data pulses indicate a second protocol capability when the second 
data source/sink has tne second protocol capability; 

detecting whethar the second pulses indicate the first protocol capability or the second 
protocol capability; and 

establishing commkiication with the second data source/sink using the first protocol if 
the second data pulses indicate the first protocol capability and using the second protocol if the 
second data pulses indicate thifc second protocol capability. 

15, (amended) In a nework having at least a first data source/sink and a second data 
source/sink coupled together by physical medium, a method for determining a communication 
protocol capability for data for transmission over the physical medium, comprising: 

receiving first data pulses ovW the physical medium; 

determining whether electricaA^characteristics of the first data pulses indicate a first 
communication protocol capability; 

selectively outputting second dat^ pulses in response to the first data pulses, wherein the 
second data pulses are output if the second^ data source/sink operates in accordance with the first 
conraiunication protocol capability; and 

preventing output of the second data bulses if the second data source/sink does not 

^ operation in accordance with the first communication protocol capability. 

23. (amended) The method of claim 16, wherein the data is communicated between the 
/ \ K^rst data source/sink and the second data source/sink in accordance with a protocol selected 
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from the group consisting of: isochronous token ring, [isochronouse] isochronous Ethernet, non- 
^ isochronous Ethernet. FDDT-n and y 75 
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29. (qpiended) A method for communicating data between a first data source/sink and a 
"^Qp second data sotirce/sink, the method comprising the steps of: 

communicating data between the first data source/sink and the second data source/sink in 
accordance with^ first communication protocol; 

exchanging information between the first data source/sink and the second data 
source/sin k, wherem the information is exchanged in the form of data pulses, wherein electrical 
characteristics of th^ data pulses [that] indicate[s] protocol capabilities of the first and/or second 
data source/sinks; 

reconfiguring Aie first and second data source/sinks; and 

communicatingViata between the first data source/sink and the second data source/sink in 

accordance with a seconffl communication p rotocol. 

41. (aWnded) A method for communicating data between a first data source/sink and a 
second data soukie/sink, the method comprising the steps of: 

exchanging information between the first data source/sink and the second data 
source/sink , wherein the information is exchanged in the form of data pulses, wherein electrical 
characteristics of theWa pulses [that] indicate[s] protocol capabilities of the first and/or second 
data sources/sinks, whflfein the protocol capabilities of the first and second data sources/sinks 
include at least first and Second protocol capabilities; 

communicating da^ between the first data source/sink and the second data source/sink in 
accordance with a first communication protocol at a first point in time; 

configuring the first a\d second data source/sinks to operate in accordance with a second 
communication protocol; and 

communicating data betw^n the first data source/sink and the second data source/sink in 
accordance with the second commumcation protocol. 




Applicant submits that all pending claims are allowable over the art of the record, whether 
considered alone or in combination, and that all other matters have addressed by this and the prior 
submissions. 

No new matter has been added. If there are any questions regarding this amendment. 
Applicant's attorney requests an opportunity to discuss such questions with the Examiner by way 
of a telephone interview. 

Please charge any additional fees due, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 
50-0251. 

Respectfiilly submit 

Alan R. Loudermilk 
Registration No. 32,788 
Attorney for Applicant 

SeptemberJ^, 20002 
P.O. Box 3607 
Los Altos, CA 94024-0607 
408-868-1516 
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